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And ail this while the Prussian General Staff was working
away with prodigious energy and pertinacity, perfecting its
organisation, equipment and plans of campaign.
§ 149. CASUS BELLI.—By the beginning of 1870 the Prussian
preparations were complete, and all that Bismarck needed was
a suitable reason for war. It came over an issue with which
neither France nor Germany had any direct concern. Queen
Isabella of Spain, whose reign had begun with the unsavoury
incident of "The Spanish Marriages" (§112), had made
herself impossible as a sovereign. Pleasure-loving, ignorant,
wilful and superstitious, she had fallen under the influence of
a reactionary clique of clerics and courtiers ; and when Marshal
Prim raised the standard of revolt at Cadiz (September 1868)
he was supported by most of the best elements of the nation,
especially of the army. Isabella fled to France, and a National
Assembly met at Madrid to provide the country with a aew
form of government. As a republic seemed likely to offend the
crowned heads of Europe, it was finally decided to set up
a constitutional monarchy (May 1869). But there was difficulty
in finding an eligible prince willing to take over the vacant
throne, until at last an invitation was sent to Prince Leopold of
Hohenzollem-Sigmaringen. He was a very distant relative of
the King of Prussia ; but he was a Catholic and brother of the
ruling Prince of Rumania (N57). When King William gave
his consent as head of the family, it seemed as if the matter was
settled. But the announcement roused the war-party in France
to furious indignation. Here was yet another piece of Prussian
aggrandisement at the expense of France, which had a traditional
bond with Spain ! Ollivier, the head of the Government (§ 147),
was a liberal and a man of peace ; but he saw that if he thwarted
this passion he would be swept from office, and liberalism would
be discredited as " unpatriotic " ; so he went with the stream.
The Due de Gramont, Minister for War, declared in the
Chamber that France would never tolerate a Hohenzollern on
the throne of Spain : the candidature must be instantly with-

